A cohort mortality study of workers in a soup manufacturing plant.
There has been no study of disease risk or exposures in workers in soup manufacturing plants. These workers may have hazardous exposures to biological and chemical cancer-causing agents at the workplace. The authors report here on mortality in 1,779 workers from a plant in Baltimore, Maryland. Standardized mortality ratios (SMRs) were estimated using the US population for comparison. Significantly increased mortality was observed for cancer of the floor of the mouth, colon cancer, epilepsy, and chronic nephritis in certain groups. Significantly decreased SMRs were observed for some causes. The findings are important, given the complete absence of data on this occupational group. It is not known whether the associations observed are related to occupational or nonoccupational exposures, or due to chance. The findings do, however, indicate that further studies of this occupational group are warranted.